
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Boston community gardeners stepped into Spring with a strong showing at our 43rd Gardeners’ 
Gathering on the last Saturday in March. Hundreds of us gathered to be inspired by our guest 
speaker Reverend Doctor Heber M. Brown III, and to join Mayor Walsh in celebrating our 
gardeners and recognizing our outstanding achievers of the year.  
 
Reverend Brown brought together the African American civil rights movement with the right to 
access land, fresh food and good health for our families and communities. His energy and passion 
resonated with so many of us, and I hope the conversations around food mirages continue to 

guide our work in the year(s) ahead.  
 
Mayor Walsh was joined by Chief Sheila Dillon, who has provided much needed access to land and capital funds for 
our community gardens; as well as Chief Marty Martinez, the new head of Health and Human Services, who has 
already come out to see a few community gardens. I will be working with him closely, especially on the City of 
Boston Food Access Council. Thank you all for coming out to the Gathering, for supporting the event as partners and 
presenters, and for signing up as members, volunteers and advocates. I look forward to the season ahead with 
renewed excitement. I hope to see you soon in the gardens and at our plant sales, swaps and the exciting mix of skill 
building workshops we are offering for all ages and skill levels.  
  

     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

A Message from Vidya Tikku, General Manager  

Many thanks to all of you who have supported the gardens 
this year. If you’d like to purchase a membership that directly 
supports the gardens, remember to sign up at one of our 
events or contact us: mdelima@thetrustees.org or 
jdick@thetrustees.org, or 617.542.7696 x2115. 

Reverend Doctor Heber M. Brown, III kept the crowd at the 
Gardeners’ Gathering spellbound with his inspiring story of the birth 
of Baltimore’s Black Church Food Security Network and his eloquent 
words on the transformative power of communities accessing land 
and growing their own food. 
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Small-Space & Container Gardening 
Tuesday, April 24 | 6-7:30PM 
Berkeley Community Garden 
500 Tremont Street, South End 
Learn to grow more with the space you have! From 
window boxes to milk crates to raised beds, there are 
lots of ways to get creative about growing in the city. 
We'll cover crop varieties and techniques for saving 
space in both beds and containers, and go over the 
particulars of setting up and maintaining a low-cost 
container garden. FREE 

Backyard Chickens How To 
Saturday, April 28 | 10-11:30AM 
Southwest Corridor Community Farm 
57 Lamartine Street, Jamaica Plain 
Join “The Chickeness," Khrysti Smyth, of Yardbirds 
Backyard Chickens and her feathered friends for an 
overview of basics like breeds, health, zoning, and 
pest management. Come find out whether chickens 
might be a good addition to your garden, your 
kitchen, and your family's health and wellbeing. 
Members $9; Nonmembers $15. Kids free. 

Vegetable Gardening 101 
Wednesday, May 2 | 6-7:30PM 
Windermere Community Garden  
9A Windermere Road, Dorchester  
Whether you're just getting started or have been 
gardening for years, there's always more to learn! Learn 
the basics of organic soil care, transplanting, watering, 
and weeding to get your garden growing right. FREE 
 

Spring Perennial Divide 
Sunday, May 6 | 10AM-1PM 
Southwest Corridor Community Farm 
Jamaica Plain 
Join us for a plant swap! Share your favorite 
perennials and take home new ones for this year's 
garden. Trustees staff and volunteers will be on 
hand to help divide and share plants. Any info you 
have about the plants you bring is welcomed, but 
not required. FREE 

High-Yield Gardening 
Wednesday, May 9 | 5:30-7PM 
Southwest Corridor Community Farm 
57 Lamartine Street, Jamaica Plain 
Want to get the most out of your garden plot or raised 
bed? Join us for a workshop with hands-on 
demonstrations and learn how to build your soil and use 
your space and time wisely. We’ll cover soil fertility, 
mulching, watering, transplanting, vertical growing, 
variety selection, and succession planting. Come for the 
whole time if you can, but drop-ins are welcome too! 
FREE & open to all. 

City Natives Plant Sale 
Saturday, May 12 | 10AM-2PM 
30 Edgewater Drive, Mattapan 
Come to City Natives nursery for all of your spring 
planting needs!  
**native perennials, shrubs & trees  
**heirloom veggie and herb seedlings 
**organic supplies: soil amendments, cover crops, 
potting soil 
**great advice on what & how to plant 
Plant sales also available on Tuesdays this spring; 
details below. 

Vegetable Gardening 101 
Tuesday, May 15 | 6-7PM 
Paul Gore Beecher Street Community Garden 
105 Paul Gore Street, Jamaica Plain 
Whether you're just getting started or have been 
gardening for years, there's always more to learn! We'll 
cover the basics of organic soil care, transplanting, 
watering, and weeding to get your garden growing right, 
and answer any gardening questions you have. FREE 
 

South End Plant Sale 
Saturday, May 19 | 10AM-2PM 
Berkeley Community Garden 
500 Tremont Street, South End 
Come to Berkeley Community Garden for all of your 
spring planting needs, from Trustees' City Natives 
nursery: native perennials, heirloom veggie and 
herb seedlings, organic supplies, and great advice.  
Our knowledgeable staff and volunteers will be on 
hand to help you find the right plants for your space 
and growing conditions. 

 

Tuesday Plant Sales this spring! Stop by City Natives, 30 Edgewater Drive, to purchase perennials (and sometimes 
veggie and herb seedlings) on Tuesdays 8:30am – 1:00pm in late April, May, and June. Please check in before 

coming—email communitygardens@thetrustees.org or call 617.542.7696 x 2114. 
 

More programs & registration at www.thetrustees.org/seedsow 

PLANT SALES, SWAPS & WORKSHOPS 
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Regional conferences are an excellent way to share expertise, connect with others doing similar 
work, and showcase best practices in community garden management and urban land 
conservation. In late March I had the opportunity to present on the protection and strategic 
development of community gardens at the Massachusetts Land Conservation Conference at 
Worcester Technical High School. This annual event is offered by the Massachusetts Land Trust 
Coalition. My presentation covered The Trustees’ community garden development work over the 
last decade and the projects we completed with the support of the City of Boston Department of 
Neighborhood Development.  

With March comes the annual tradition of activating the compost heater and rain barrel system in 
the City Natives greenhouse. Utilizing stockpiled leaves from Autumn clean-ups and fresh manure 
sourced from a horse farm just down the road in Randolph we alternate leaves and manure in 
layers in a 20ft x 4ft x 3.5ft wooden box inside the greenhouse. The decomposition process 
provides a wonderful source of bottom heat for seedling flats encouraging the seeds to germinate 
faster. In addition, it provides a bit of extra warmth to keep our otherwise unheated greenhouse 
warm on any unusually chilly night during the always unpredictable months of March and April. 
Come to City Natives any Tuesday this spring to check out the compost heater & our wide    

selection of perennials and seedlings for sale. See calendar page above for details. 

 

We're recruiting Garden Sitters for The South End Garden Tour on June 17th and the brand- new 

Jamaica Plain Garden Tour on July 14th. The Tours provide critical support for Trustees community 

gardens in Boston and feature over 20 sites, most of which are private back yard gardens only 

open during the tour. Volunteering is an easy and fun way to support Boston community gardens, 

meet other gardeners, and see some unique gardens. Shifts are 2 hours; we'd love volunteers for 

single and multiple shifts. As a thank you for your time, you'll receive a free ticket to the tours. 

Shifts are first come, first serve so sign up early to claim your spot! 

Fill out this form to sign up for the South End Garden Tour: https://bit.ly/2v5AJgF  and/or this form for the JP Garden 
Tour:  https://bit.ly/2v8XWP6 or contact Annie at awolf@thetrustees.org or 617-542-7696 x 2127. 

Things Are Heating Up at City Natives              – Jordan Takvorian, Steward  

 
 

MA Land Conservation Conference          – Jeremy Dick, Stewardship Manager 

 

Help Us Run TWO Garden Tours              – Peter Bowne, Engagement Manager SELR  
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By now, we’re all itching to get going on the season. Warming days might send you running to the garden 

to start planting, but it’s worth waiting until temperatures are just right for each crop. Here are some tips: 

• Wetter soils take longer to warm up are more likely to cause seeds to rot 

• Raised beds and containers warm up much more quickly than in-ground beds 

• You can test soil temperatures with a simple kitchen thermometer 

• Peas can take cold, wet soil without rotting, so feel free to get your snap, shell, & snow peas in now 

• Beets, carrots, spinach, and lettuce can all germinate at 45 or 50 degrees, but they’ll do better at warmer temps. 

• Check out this great chart to learn optimal temperatures for various crops and see how temperature affects germination: 

http://extension.oregonstate.edu/columbia/sites/default/files/soil_temperature_conditions_for_vegetable_seed_germina

tion.pdf 

• Remember that warm weather crops like eggplant, basil, beans, peppers, winter squash and tomatoes will suffer delays and 

worse health all season if planted too soon. Be patient, and enjoy spring greens and roots in the meantime! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
  
 
 

 
 
 

Garden Tips: When to Plant        – Michelle de Lima, Engagement Manager 

 
 

Many thanks to all who supported the Gathering 
through presenting, volunteering, exhibiting, 
sponsoring, donating prizes, and attending. Special 
thanks to the Highland Street Foundation, the City of 
Boston, and Northeastern University for their 
significant support of this event. From left to right: 
Rookie Curtis Guild Elementary Garden; Hall of Fame 
Worcester Community Garden; Most Valuable 
Gardener Lolita Parker; veteran gardeners Charlene, 
Sharon, Rocky, and Ross; happy kraut makers. 
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